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disease, 1641 patients had asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 1. Of
1641 patients showing obstructive ventilatory dy
sfuncion, 1226 (74.7%) patients fad asthma.
The frequency of asthma in all patients with res-
piratory disease was 53. 8% for the first 5 years
from 1982, 71. 7% (271/378) for the second five
years, 73.6% (433/588) for'The third 5 years
from 1992, and 53.9% (465/862) for the last
five years from 1997. 2. The frequency of ster-
oid-dependent intractable asthma (SDIA) was
from 29. 0% to 41. 3% except the frequency (68.4%)
for the first 5 years. The frequency of pulmo-
nary emphysema in those with COPD was very
low (4.7%;5/106) for the first 5 years and the
frequency (20.2%;174/862, for the last 5 years)
tended to increase. The frequency of patients
over age 60 was 30.1% for the first 5 years,
8and showed a tendency to increase, and 68.0%
for the last 5 years. 3. The frequency of
patients from distant areas outside Totton pre-
fecture was larger compared to the frequency in-
side Totton prefecture (853/1641;52.0%). The
number of patients from Okayama, Osaka,
Hyogo, Tokyo, Ehime, Yamaguchi, and Kyoto
was larger than the number from other distant
areas.
